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Dear birnen, ie 


AT O other apots 1 edel for 
de publication of this Sermon 


3 tothe world. thanthit it is at your una · 


flinBusreguct. If (iu che Spirit's hand) 


it ſhould prove a mean of exciting 
thankfulneſs in your breaſts, and of 
leading any of the congregation wor- 


ſhipping with us, to admire and rejoice 
in the ſurpriſing way of a finner's ap- 


proach to the Father; a moſt valuable 


purpoſe will 'be anſwered, | 
I take this opportunity to o acknow- 5 ow” 


ledge, that my labours among you in 


Chriſt's ſervioe, are my higheſt plea- 
ſure on this fide the graye; and there» 
fore I think it my duty to dedicate 


that to you from the preſs, which was 


e from the Fe pit. 
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e among us, may be happily 
continued; that we thus Joined in 
: 3 church communion, « ing in | | 
Ilineſs, may be more and more knit 
together in love, and built up ia | © 
Chriſt Jeſus; and that we may ſpend || , 
an eternal day of thankſgiving toge- | 
ther for the Great Salvation, i is the 
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aur Lord  Feſur Ghrif En 


\HESE words furs the 2 of 
thankſgiving to be always ſuitable, and 


| argue the propriety of our eſpecial attendance 
to it on this day, which ſmiles with the won- 


ders God hath wrought for See A 


Ireland. 
The text occurred to my wi as particu- 


929 ſuitable on this occaſion, =, that it 
givings are re to be OS. 

The apoſtle Paul, having RE and 
alerted the deep truths of the goſpel, ad- 


. dreſſes, the Epheſians in the warmeſt exhor- 
tations, founded upon, and deduced from 
_ thoſe goſpel truths. He was concerned to 
have their walk correſpond. with the truths 
they profeſſed and believed. In the 15th 
and 16th verſes of this chapter, he exhorts 
| "them t to be very accurate and careful in their 
walk fl 166 ira that ye walk circumſpectly, 
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"@©-not as Toots bras wiſe, redeeming the 


* time, becauſe the days are evil,” It con- 


tributes very little to the publick good to 
complain of the evilneſs of the times (not 
that there is no ground for ſuch a mournful 
complaint. ) This dreadful peal, the badneſs 
of the times, bath been rung in every age; 
and while we live, I ſuppoſe there will be oc- 


caſion for the ſame. Now the apoſtle tells the 
Church, what they were to do in the midſt 


of the badneſs of the times, viz. redeem time, 
make a double advantage of it, becauſe ſo 


very few did; and eſpecially as they knew 
not how long their privileges might be con- 


tinued. 

In the 15th verſe, the apoſtle abs to 
2 ills them of what true wiſdom (neceſſary 
.. to ſuch à walk as he is ſpeaking of) conſiſted, 


viz. underſtanding what the will of the Lord 


18; 955 wherefore be ye not unwiſe, but un- 
de e derſtanding what the will of the Lord is.” 
' The knowledge of the divine will, is the 


ſummit of underſtanding; to do it, is the 


greateſt dignity and pleaſure of a believer. 
The knowledge of God's will is a defence 


from error, and guides the feet in the paths 
of truth: Thereſore obſerve the connexion, 
e wherefore be ye not unwiſe, but underſtand- 
| Let, ing what the will of the Lord! is; and be 


not 


Aa an 23m — = 8 . — 
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ce © not drunk with wine, wherein' is nc 3 


on but be filled with the K 1 
3 The Heathens, who borrowed chair + no- 

* tions of worſhip from the broken traditions e 
l | they received of the moſaic economy, were. | * 
5 horribly profane in their moſt ſacred rites; 

; ſome of their . higheſt devotions conſiſted of 

A obſcenity and drunkenneſs. This 1s not to 
c be wondered at, becauſe that religion which 
BF encourages human pride, and the gratifica- 

, tion of ſenſe, is agreeable to the natural bias 
ks. ; of the heart of every fallen Mi. ty; 

= Thus the Apoſtle cautions the converted 
"x Gentiles againſt, the abuſe of wine; he i 1s not 
|}. - ſpeaking againſt the lawful and moderate uſe 
We -: of the divine bounty, but the exceſs of it. 
y And indeed nothing degrades human nature 
d, more, than this kind of exceſs, How ſhock- 
N ing to ſee members of congregational ch urches 
. falling often by this temptation! The ſa- 
* cred oppoſite is expreſſed but be filled ; 
A with the ſpirit,” Here we have preſented 
. to our view the excellency of the chriſtian life, 
. and the nature of the chriſtian's mirth; Out- 
*" ward expreſſions of joy are lawful ; and this 
"1 day of thankſgiving i is to be locked upon as 
. 4 a. day for chearfulneſs; and a moderate enjoy- 
il of the rich plenty our land is crowned 


; with, is far from being ple rigs Rpt how 


- 


* 


„ HQ. 
| perten is that concert We thould, as be- 


lievers, have upon our minds! * be filled with" 

« the fpirit: — that is, the influences bf the 

Holy Ghoſt, applying the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who with his falvation is the wine of the : 


; Goſp el, and that alone which can chear the 
Aude 5 heart. The conſequence of this 


mürth is divine melody, 9 ſpeaking 


« to yotirſelves.” This ſhews the happy de- 


figh of the" ordinance of ſinging, viz, that in 


it believers may enjoy communion together, 
while they excite each other to admire and 


Celebrate the ſame falvation ; of Which the 
inſpired pfalms are full, ſpeaking to your 

« ſelves in pſaltris; and hymns; and ſpiritaal 
e ſongs, finging and making melody 11 zer | 


7, 0 heart to the Lord. Ableton | 


Thus the words of our text date fol- | 
Wes; 4. giving thanks always, for all things, 
10 unit God and the Father, ih the Dann of 5 


© our Lord Jeſus Chrilt. n ei phoge 


T ſhall in my attempts to improve theſe 


* 


= words cobfider, 


I. To when! our lankgivlaſe ate 0 


1055 paid to God and the Father.“ 
II. How they become acceptable 
x "yr the ware Se our r Lord Telus Chriſt. 227 
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III. That . are to be of- 


fered . always, and for all things. 
„ VI How: this Rs as eee 


ieee | q 
I. To whom our chakGyvings are to be 
paid: To God and the Father.“ Giving 
thanks is the acknowledgment of a favour, 
or the expreſſion of our obligation for that 


favour; and the deeper the ſenſe of it is en- 
graved upon the mind, the more eminent 
will our expreſſions of gratitude be, not in 


word only, but in the tenour of our conduct: 


This idea is eaſy t to be e in our r ſpis 


1 view of it. 


Giving thanks to God and the Father.” 
The conjunction and“ in the Greek te- 


ſtament, is often rendered even; and fo 1 
humbly apprehend it ſhould be . i God a 


abe Father.“ 1 
The Father; or the firſt Set in the EC- 


| Giles; is not ſtiled Father or firſt perſon be- 


cauſe he is prior in nature; but in the me- 


thod of our ſalvation he ſuſtains this cove- 
nant relation, In Epheſians, ii. 18. you find 
_ diſtinct perſonality in the divine effence 

_ expreſſed, | as well as the:ceconomical parts 
they have graciouſly taken in that covenants 
e For through him (that is Chriſt) we both 
© (that is Je and Gentile) have an . 5 
by one Spirit unto the F ather,” . £ 


2 


| 


Our! prayers and e are offered to the 


oe Effence ; but in a peculiar manner to 


God the Father, who is repreſented as the 


perſon to whom they are to be offered, agree- 
able to my text, and that paſſage I have juſt 
quoted; though, I ſay again, not to the ex- 
cluſion of the other perſons, the Son, and the 
Spirit; who are, in a variety of places in 
ſcripture, particularly invoked and addreſſed. 


God the Father is repreſented as the 2 


ſon who hath choſen his people; 1 Pet. i. 2. 


< Ele& according to the foreknowledge of 


God the Father: Alſo he is repreſented' 
as the perſon who appointed and ſent the 


Son, iſt epiſtle of John iv. 10. © Herein is 
love; not that we loved God, but that he 


loved us, and ſent his len to be the propi- 


- < tjation for our. ſins.“ God the Father 1 18 


held forth in ae as. taking vengeance 
on the ſurety, and accepting the ſacrifice 


offered, as being delighted with, and in, his 


fon. Attend to the import of the following 


texts to our purpoſe: Zechariah, xiii. 7. 
Awake, O ſword, againfl my ſhepherd, and 
_ *-apainſt the man that is my fellow, ſaith - 
the Lord of Hoſts, ſite theſhepherd,” &c. 
In this pally: F907 lee A en, en 


0 God. raiſed 1 the third 1 day, and ſhewed | 


* 7 12 Td 766 
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8 him openly, not unto all the people, but 


s unto witneſſes choſen before of God, &. 
-—His raifing him up was the divine evidence 
of his accepting the ſacrifice; and his ſhew- 
ing him openly; a farther proof of the infi- 


nite ſatisfaction the Son had given: And this, 


agreeable to that bleſſed declaration you read, 
Matthew xvii. 5. While he yet ſpake, be- 
« hold, a bright cloud overſhadowed them; 
and behold a voice out of the cloud; which 
« ſaid; this is my beloved Son, in whom I 


d am well pleaſed; hear ye him.“ The. 
conſequence of this infinite delight the Fa-. 


ther has in the Son, and the perfection of his 


: ſacrifice, is Jeſus Chriſt's exaltation, his fit= . 
ling at the right hand of the Father making | 


interceſſion, Romans viii. 34. who is even 
«at the right hand of God, who alſo maketh 
1 interceſſion for us.” — God even the Fa- 


ther is repreſented in ſcripture, as having 
provided and promiſed all covenant Kos ef 


in Chriſt, agreeable to Philippians iv. 19. 
«© But my God ſhall- ſupply all your need, 


* nn to his rm in 1 glory, by us 


« _ 


Thus you ſee to hoon our 3 . 


are to be paid, and the ſcripture-reaſons why 


they are to be given to God the Father. 1 
* to the ſecond thing Tere vin. 


u. 


3 * $ * 

u. How 5 become acceptable. * 1 

name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Our enlargement on the firſt head will 
illucidate this; ſuch is the happy connexion 
of :Gaſpel truths, they eſtabliſh each other. t 
The three names by which the adorable i 

u 
fe 


mediatour, in his complex perſon God. man, 
is ſtiled in our text, are very expreſſive; 
Lox, Ixsus, ChRIST. His authority, power, 


and ſovereignty, are expreſſed by the name * 
Lon p: His undertaking, which is to ſave = 

tte ſinner, is expreſſed by the name Isos, tl 
Which ſignifies Saviour: His unction to that 0 
wowrk, is declared by the name CHRIST, which t 
FF. | Mfignifies anointed; Acts, ii. 36. There- te 
| ze fore let all the houſe of {Iſrael know af p 
t ſuredly, that God hath made that ſame | © 
I eſus whom ye have crucified, both Lord fe 
F 4 and Chriſt.” In his perſon the perfect cha- Sj 

: racter appears, in in which God can delight; Hi 

| and therefore in him alone, as our repreſen= |} th 
tative, can we with our prayers and praiſes 7 


appear with aceeptance before God: agree- 
able to that language of faith, Pſalm Ixxxiv. | he 
9. Behold O God our ſhield, [a covenant | to 
% God you ſee is the church's ſhield] and 


& Jook upon the face of thine anointed .“ 1 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt; appeared in this * 
: "Sad — . iin, but that which was. Þ 


1. 
* ; im- 


are accepted within the veil, and though 


| 1 Weir — the ee * * vir- 
"Ke. 


175 


imputed to bim. As the Seat of God b 


came in our fleſh, to fulfil the law, to vindi- 
cate God's holineſs, to fatisfy divine juſtice, 


to do away fin,” and reconcile the finner too 
| God;'to juſtify, not the righteous, but the 
ongodly, INE Peng a gr a people to er ; 


ſelf. a 

He Mecdtalighy has accompliſhed te 
whole, by a perfect obedience, by his aton- 
ing death, by becoming the priſoner of 


tlie tomb, by his coming forth as the diſ- 


charged ſurety, and as conqueror over him 
that had the power of death; by aſcending 


to his Father, taking his ſeat in glory; as a 


prieft and king preſenting his atonement, his 
own blood and wounds, as the infinite plea 
for His church; and ſending down the Holy 
Spitit, by hoſe omnipotent energy the ſin- 


ner is enabled to believe, his ſoul cleanſed 3 


the word of truth applied through his facred 
influence. 


In the dame of this perferk Messi Je- 


hovah-man, we have full warrant and liberty 
to offer prayers and thankſgivings. In this 


view, how glorious does the buſineſs of this 


day appear! Our prayers and thankſgivings | 


poured forth from hearts and lips defiled, —_ 
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to God continually, &c.” 
III. That thankſgivings are to be. olficed 


>. et 


4 tue of his. Name, and loſe all their imper- 


fection by being preſented with the incenſe 
of the Interceſſor, whoſe Name is as ointment 


poured forth. In this Name the old- teſta- 


ment- ſaints went to God through faith; by 


this Name Jehovah made known himſelf, as 


the hearer of prayer, 2 Chronicles vii. 15, 16. 
Now mine eyes ſhall be open, and mine 
« ears attent unto the prayer that is made in 
e this place, for now have 1 choſen and 
ee ſanctified this houſe, that my Name may 
te be there for ever.” Our bleſſed Lord eſta- 
bliſheth the truth of our text, and points out 


the glory of the covenant-economy, John 


xiv. 13. And whatſoever ye ſhall aſk in my 
« Name; that will I do, that the F ather may 


_ © beglorified in the Son.” To conclude this 
head, let me add the apoſtle Paul's expreſſion 


Hebrews xiii. 15. © By him. (that is Jeſus) 
« therefore let us offer the facrifice . r 


1 


«always and for all things.” This conſi- 
deration, my Brethren, enters into the very 


heart of chriſtianity ; and nothing evidences 


true faith more, than a thankful frame; there 
is no time in which we ſhould be ſtrangers to 
this duty. And yet is it not to be feared, 


| that true thankfulnels is a ſubject. too little 


at- 


4 
ae! to by the bellever? TO be truly 


| thankful, is to acknowledge God's goodneſs; 


in the midſt of proſperity as ſovereign and un- 
merited; and no leſs to acknowledge thoſe 


very mercies that attend us in the depths of fg 


adverſity. There is no moment in a believer's 
life without a mercy. To be thankful, at 


all times; and for all things, ſeems a para- 


dox. Is a perſon to give thanks at a time, 
when every thing ſeems to be againſt him, 


 when'every attempt in life is blaſted, and the 


ſea of adverſity is ſwelling over him? yea 
when the glory of Chriſt's intereſt in that 
church, or-that neighbourhood, or even that 


nation he belongs to, ſeems to be departing ; 


is he then to give thanks? Ves, certainly: 


For the mind believingly fixed on God, as a 
covenant-father, knows that what is . moſt 


contradictory to ſenſe, and painful to human 
nature, is but a part of the divine plan, +4 
whole of | which | muſt be executed. 

ſhould: feel his affliction; and ſhould 5 


with Eli, if the glory is departing from a 
place where it hath eminently ſhone ; but he 
is alſo to give thanks to God for the ſevereſt 


trial ef faith, and that the removal of his 
glory 0 mean by glory the power of the Goſ- 
pel) is for the advancement of it elſewhere. 
1 is the ſpring of every providence; 


= 
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3 
God's glory, and the church's good, are the 


end of every providence. The ſoul, reſting 
upon the pure word of God by faith, fits 


thankful in the midſt of the Wreck of crea- 
tures. This agrees with ſuch paſſages in 
ſcripture, as James i. 2. my brethren count 
it all joy when you fall into divers tempta- 
tions, or trials, |: rejoice! always, &c. 
The believer by faith will make uſe of ſuch 
a ſoliloquy as this; If I have one and 
but one mercy, it is matter for thankful - 


neſs If I have a hope of mercy in the 


blood of the Son of God, I have fuhſtantial 
ground for the higheft praiſes . Though 1 
beg my bread in this world, in which Jeſus 
Chriſt walked hungry, with hope of an in- 
tereſt in him, I have ſufficient reaſon why I 
ſhould not hang my harp on the willows, but 


on the contrary have it tun d for his praiſe,” 
1 believe ome of the higheſt notes in hea- 


ven will riſe from the deepeſt trials e have 


been exerciſed with on earth; to God the 


Father, who hath planned the whole ſcheme 
of providence and grace; to God the Son, 
who perfectly executed it; to God the Holy 

Ghoft, ene dnt enabled as th 3 
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Y gontempt the Goſpel in its purity meets with, 
from the greateſt. number of the inhabitants 
al theſe kingdoms; the diſhonour done to it 


3j p Be af oe 


85 1 13 1 2 
There are ſame ſpecial ſeaſons which call 
for extraordinary expreſſions of gratitude, from 


the people collectively, and from the believer 


as an individual. There are perſonal and fa- 
mily mercies, both ſpiritual and temporal, of a 
peculiar nature, that demand an extraordinary 
tribute of thankſgiving: And ſure this happy 


day invites the churches and congregations * 
: a Chriſt to © give thanks to God the Father, \ 


© in the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 
We have, as men and chriſtians, che 


greateſt reaſon to ſhout aloud. to the God. of 


gth- 


gur mercies. How is. this reaſon 


ened, when we conſider the provoking 
ns of the people | While 1 mention this, 


I; have my eye chiefly upon that leading 


fin; a contempt; of the Pure Goſpel. The 


outward groſß immoralities, againſt Which 
we have _|wholſome laws, will be always 


- the: certain conſequence of departing. from 


the pure truths, of Reyelation. But the 


by; the ſcandalous walk:of many who pro- 
feſs it ; the coldneſs allo, the careleſſneſs, and 


legality, found among ſuch who are real 


believers; make G ede of this day the 
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Our national mercies are not to be con- 


fidered in the ſame” point of view, as thoſe 
the Lord beſtowed on Judah and Iſrael. They 


were the Lord's covenant: people, diſtinguiſh- 
- ed as ſuch from all the other nations of the 
world. This is not to be ſaid of Great Bri 
tain and Ireland, theſe iſlands of the Gentiles; 
God does not under this diſpenſation! con- 
fine his church to this or that people and na- 
tion. Bleſſed be his Name, we, as a peo- 
ple, are favoured with his oracles: He has 


many churches in theſe kingdoms, yea we 


have reaſon to hope many thouſands of his 
elect are in theſe iſlands; for theſe invalu- 
able bleſſings we are to be thankful, and- par- 
ticularly at this time, when God is ſo emi- 


nently protecting the cauſe of Proteſtants, and 


. mercifully preſerving'the {piritual liberties of 
the Redecmer's ſubjects in our-land. 


94s there not ſome reaſon to believe, that 
the war in which we are engaged, was ſet 


on foot by the inſtigation of the devil's ſynod; 


the Jeſuits? Was there no ſcheme formed 


to unite the popiſh force apainſt the'pro- 


teſtant intereſt ? to deluge Germany with the 
ſuperſtitious abominations of Rome? and ſo ; 


to bring theſe happy iſlands into the ſame 
bondage? Have we not great reaſon to re- 


member with thankfulneſs, an this day, how 
7 * . : early 
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| early the king of Pruſſia was ready for the 
_ field, and how. remarkably expeditious We 
were in our preparations for war, againſt our 
moſt inveterate and perfidious enemies. 
The Lord's deſigns of mercy are not to be 
prevented by any ſcheme of the enemy. 

Allo me to ſum up ſome of the innume- 

rable mercies that we, in a peculiar manner, 
ſhould this day give thanks to God for, in "ag 
name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 


1. For our liberty under the moſt faith T 
ful and merciful king. Ke 

2. For the wiſdom» of our mine and 

the harmony of our ſenate . 

3: For the unanimity of the people. 

4. For the ſucceſſes of the war, and the 

kindneſ of that providence that hath 8 

the enemy from invading us. | 
5. For the plenty of our proviſions. 


1. For our liberty under the moſt faithful 
and merciful king. —Ilt is true, we enjoy no 
more privileges than what every Briton hath 
by the law of equitable government a right to. 
But when we conſider how often this privi- 
lege has been invaded, how often denied (ac- 
cording to the true account our Britiſh annals 
give), we have great occaſion to be thankful 
for our civil and ſpiritual liberties. One proof 
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among many, that Jeſus Chriſt's kingdom: is 
a" diſtinct thing from this world, is, that it 
is conſtantly oppoſed by the world; and the 
outward tranquillity of Chriſt's people is ſel- 
dom known to continue long. If you read 
over the hiſtory of England, I believe you; 
will not find fo long a/ ſeries of liberty and 
peace to the people of God, as they have 
had in this, and the late e A Ne 1 
— --- Tt 3 
The happy ities enjoy. Lads: God) 8 
is owing to the kindeſt of princes, by whoſe || # 
clemency we are not affrighted with tremen- 1 
dous ſtar- chambers, nor with any religious £ 
pretences to ſtop the mouths of Non-=con= | * 
formiſts.— By this bleſſed providence we en- A 
T 
1 
I 
n 


joy our ſeaſons of public worſhip, and forme 

of church government, that in their own _ 

nature never claſh with, or diſturb the civil 
or religious conſtitution of this nation. We 
are not obliged to fly into corners, to appear 


* 


in diſguiſe, to run into woods, or ſeek the I 
protection of the night; we have no fines for | =" 
preaching, nor you for hearing, but are pro- * 
tected by the juſt ſword of common liberty, 3 
while we worſhip the God of our fathers fac- Ut 
| _ cording to the dictates of our own conſcien- | - 
=. ces. In ſhort, what is ſaid Acts ix. 31. = 


« then had the churches reſt COLO, all L-- © 


1 17 1 
« Judea,. and Gallilee, and Samaria, may 
be juſtly applied to our churches through. 
Great Britain and Ircland,—I. wiſh the other 
part of the text might, with the ſame pro- 


priety, be added, that they are edified, and 


* walk in the fear of the Lord, and in the d 


comfort of the Holy Ghoſt,” 


The Reñ of the churches is diſturbed by 
none but themſelves. The Diſſenting Intereſt 


has at preſent no deep wounds but what it 


gives itſelf; and under this happy reign it 
ſeems in no danger of falling by any thing 


but ſuicide.— This liberty ſtands at the head 


of thoſe mercies we are to give thanks to God 


the Father for! 
# 2. We are called. this day to give thanks: 


for the wiſdom of our miniſtry, and the har- 


mony of our ſenate. God is to be acknow- 


ledged in all his ways of mercy toward us. 


In this bleſſing the divine power and good- 
neſs appear glorious, God has given us pi- 85 
lots, who have fat ſteadily at the helm in a 


rough ſea, and, under the direction of Pro- 
vidence, have ſteer'd. the ſtate clear of ſuch 
rocks and ſands, as it was in danger of daſh- 
ing againſt. | 

That we might have ee mat- 


ter for a divine ſong this day, our God has 


called us to admire the Darmongy of our ſe- 
| D nate, 


11 


|  - nate, in connexion with the wiſdom of the 


_ miniſtry. Our Gracious Sovereign and his 
Parliament are one; and both publickly at- 


tribute our late ſucceſſes to the goodneſs and 


power of divine Providence. How befitting 


the lips of Majeſty is ſuch language! and 
ho pleaſant to obſerve ſuch expreſſions in 
the various addreſſes carried up to the throne ! 
— The expreſſions. of our king's ſatisfaction 
in the duty of his parliament, and theirs in 


the king's wiſe-meaſures, call for our thankſ- 


givings before the God of heaven. A divided 


ſenate, weak miniſtry, and diſpleaſed ma- 5 


jeſty, are circumſtances too diſmal to think 


of without trembling ; bleſſed be God, the 
reverſe of this helps to animate our ſong off 


praiſe. I think in a happy ſenſe Pſalm Ixxxii. 
1. is ſuitable to conclude this head, as it ſhew- 
eth all this harmony to be the fruit of di- 


vine Providence ; © He judgeth among the 


> Gods—*, * 
3. For the onanimity of the people, 


Two rebellions have appeared againſt the 
- Kiorious houſe of Hanover; the laſt, moſt of 


us 


*The word Gods in the original, is DR, the ſame word | 


F is uſed in the beginning of the verſe, -and rendered by our tran- 
| flators in the ſingular number, God. Theſe great perſons are 


filed gods, I preſume, becauſe they were in their character un- 


der the ſtrong obligation of an oath, by which oath her entered 
| e their office. 
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us well remember, and cannot forget the con- 


ſternation the minds of the inhabitants were 
filled with.—Unnatural as it was, how many 
beſotted people were caught in the treache- 
rous ſnare, and drank deep into the poiſon ! 

What ſtagnation to trade! what. confuſion 


in towns and families! were the ſad conſe- 


- quences of that commotion, till our illuſtrious | 
Duke, under the divine direction, humbled 
the haughty enemy | Now not ſo much as 
the ſhadow of rebellion is ſeen; now no in- 


ward convulſion is permitted to pain the 
bowels of the nation, but ſmiling harmony 


ſhews her pleaſant countenance through all 


our land —now no party making head againſt 
party; no Jacobite mobs and riots in our 
ſtreets; no diſcontented murmur utters its 
diſagreeable ſound. 

This I think ſtands alſo in the fromt of hat 
bleſſings for which we are now called to give 
thanks to God the Father, in the name of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

4. For the ſucceſſes of the war, and Ws 

kindneſs of that Providence that hath hay 
the enemy from invading us. 
The wiſdom. of our miniſtry WENT not 
have availed, had not the God of armies 
crowned their well n ſchemes with 
ſucceſs. | 
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The Lord has given ſkill, courage, and re- 
ſolution, to our officers by ſea and land; and 


has filled our common men with an extra- 
_ © ordinary ſpirit, for carrying on the war with 


the utmoſt vigour. 


This laſt year, perhaps, is not to be enualled 1 


in the hiſtory of England for ſucceſs. Our 


© acquiſitions in North America are aſtoniſh- 
ing! The four quarters of the globe, witneſs 
to the blefling the Lord of Hoſts has given 
to the Britiſh forces. For theſe ſucceſſes our 
Sovereign the King has called his ſubſecks to- 
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getbher this day, to give thanks. 
The God of our ſalvation has enabled thoſe 


who have been jeoparding their lives for us, 
to fight, not like men compelled by the force 


0 duty, or excited by mercenary conſidera- 
tions; but like men inſpired with loyalty to 
_ their king, and eager to ſecure the liberties 


of their country. That harmony maintained 
among our officers in the late eminent con- 


queſt obtained at Quebec, is a circumſtance 
as worthy our notice, as it was remarkable in 
miei about the ſucceſs of that enter- 
prize. Both our officers and men bave ruſhed 


into the mouth of danger, while our enemy, 
in ſeveral inſtances, have ſeemed as if they 
were actually confounded by Providence: To 


Mude to RG pen, * the men on 


or hy baja, fin A pad AA A 23 = a 
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2 Might 2 1 not find their hands.“ Surely 


we may well adopt the ſublime poetry of the 


Pſalmiſt, Pſalm cvi. 2. Who can utter the 


mighty acts of the Lord? whe can ſhew 
« forth all his praiſe ?” I 
Amongſt the crowd of mercies we are 


| called to celebrate this day, the protection and 


deliverance the king of Pruſſia has received 
at the hand of the Lord, is a diſtinguiſhing 
one. How has that monarch been beſet, by 


one of the moſt ſubtle commanders in the 


world on one fide, while the Ruffian canni- 
bals threatened to ſwallow him up on the 


other! And ſhall we, yea can we, forget to 
fing of Prince Ferdinarid's victory, when God 
' fought for the Proteſtants, and made the 
plains of Minden to drink in the blood of our 
- unhappy enemies? 


In ſhort, have not our Gazettes dat 0 
filled with freſh pieces of important news, that 


we have looked at one another with a plea- 


fing aſtoniſnment! And all this while we 
have known nothing of the deſolations of 


war! Our enemy has not been able to in- 
vade our coaſts; their power has been ſo re- 


markably reduced, that their defigns of this 


nature have proved abortive. What a mercy 
this! Providence has been our guard. It is 


to be looked upon as a peculiar mercy, that 
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1 our government has been fo ddd, as to 
0 make uſe of all proper means for preventing 
[ the enemy's deſign: But all their precau- 
tions and preparations at home, and all the 
ſtrength of our navy, and vigilance of our 
officers at ſea, would have been ineffectual, 
had not the Lord been on our ſide. None 
| of our towns have been ſet on fire, nor have 
dur fields and orchards been laid waſte. We 
> have not been turned out of our houſes, or laid 
under dreadful contributions by the enemy; 
We have not been terrified with the ſhrill 
trumpet's alarm, nor with the roar of cannon 
and the burſting of bombs; indeed the con- 
fuſed noiſe of the battle has not been heard 
in our land: No, no, when our cannon have 
fired, it has been only to proclaim ſome joy- 
"WW ful news. We indeed ſit and converſe about 3 
F war, as tho' we were rather ſpeaking of ſome 
| | entertaining parts. of hiſtory, in which we 
| have no immediate concern, than about a war 
we are actually engaged in. Are we not, 
en a review of all this, in the moſt eſpecial 
| manner called upon. to give thanks to God: 
die + in the name of the Lord Jeſus 
 : Chriſt ?= I add, 5 
WW 5. For our plenty. Was it ever 8 
1 ſuch commerce has been carried on in a 
time of war, as has been ever ſince this war 


T began ? 5 5 
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factures (the grand ſupport of our nation) are 


open, and the hands of the able and induſ- 
ee poor may find work. 


Our harveſt was uncommon: What and 


can expreſs the riches of Jehovah's goodneſs. 
to this land, ſo ſuitably as the words of ſerip- 
ture, Pſalm Ixv. 11, 12, 13. Thou crown=- 
te eſt the year with thy goodneſs, and thy 


e paths drop fatneſs. They drop upon the 


60 paſtures of the wilderneſs, and the little hills 
= rejoice on every ſide. The paſtures are 


te clothed with flocks,” [a ſtrong i image to ex- 


preſs the largeneſs of their numbers, as well 
as the beauty of their appearance] the val- 
© leys alſo are covered over with corn; they 


** ſhout for joy, they alſo ſing.” Every part 


of the kingdom was bleſſed with an extraordi- 
nary harveſt ; and has not our ſced-time ſince 
been as remarkable? Notwithſtanding the 
large demands for corn, our granaries are full. 
Now the hoarders of corn, thoſe worſt of thieves, - 
as unmoved with the diſtreſſes of families, as 
deaf to cries, as blind to tears, as the ſenſeleſs 
ſtone, can no longer ſtarve the poor, and make 
AM vey of their eee *. Walk —_ 5 


% Our 


_ There i is a text of ſcripture — to ſuch, Proverbs xi. 26. 
66 He that with - holdeth corn, the people ſhall curſe” him; But 


6 bleſſing ſhall be upon the head of him that ſelleth it. 


deg an? Extravagance and indolence are the 
chief things that make want. Our manu- 


NIE 
our ſhambles in cities and towns, and admire 
the proviſion God has. made for the ee 
tants; ride over our meadows, and thro* our 
fields, and behold how the Lord of nature b 
enriched our land with cattle! The droves and 


flocks that crowd the roads to this metropolis} | 


proclaim how kind the hand of Providence has 
bern; while, by their lowing and bleating 
ſounds, they rebuke our baſeſt ingratitude.—- 
The children of Zion may yell cry out. 0 who 
* is like unto our God! : 

1 8 to the laſt thing, 


IV. How this "Re evidences 
- Ka, 


5 © By 170 W "99a God. 
2. By generous compaſſion. 
3. By ſpeaking of our mercies to one ane 


| other, and to our children, 1 

4 By: deſiring a thankful heart, a fanRified 

uſe of theſe providences, and that God would 
haſten the kingdom of Chriſt by the preſent 

: ſhakings amongſt the nations of the earth. 


The conſideration of theſe particulars ſhall 
FE as the application of the ſubjet.— 
I. By lying low before God, The greateſt 


thankſgiving frames, are the moſt humble 


frames; I mean by frame, the diſpoſition or 
1 Be * mind! is in; and this ariſes from what 
8 it 
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it views and feels of the Goſpel, under the i in · 
fluence of the Eternal 8 pirit.— David cries. 


out in 4 divine rapture, 1 Chron, xxix, 14+ 
But Who am I. and what is my people, that 


n <.we ſhduld be able to offer ſo willingly after 


« this ſort His mind was influenced by tho 
ednſidetation of the divine ſovereignty; and 
the mode of the expreſſion in the ſtrongeſt 
manner ſhews; that he viewed himſelf and 
his people, as being and having ; nothing 
wherefore the Lord ſhould beſto the bleſ- 
ſings of that day upon them. The 'other 
part of the text breathes the very language 


of faith: © For all things come of thee, and 
eee eee (34 
The believer has nothing but what he bes | 
| Warmn And therefore the high opinions 
ve indulge concerning ourſelves, while we 
give thanks to God for diſtinguiſhing mercies, 
are as great an. abſurdity, as if a perſon with 
a bucket filled out of the ocean, ſhould ĩima- 
Sine he was adding to the treaſures of the 


deep, by emptying it into the ſea again. 


Trlbe higheſt trees have the deepeſt..roots 3 


our loftieſt praiſes come deepeſt; from the 


| heart. We are not to wiſh” deſtruction to 8 
dur enemies as men, or becauſe we are a-bet- 
——_ than they ate. God's infinite ſo- 
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vereignty runs e all — 
of his providence. That our cauſe is juſt, 
for which we are contending with the ene 
my, is beyond diſpute; for breach of treaties 
and engagements are no ſtrange things to 
France. But what have the poor ſubjects, 
or rather ſlaves, of that power to do with + 
this? Alas! we ſhall find Great Britain not 
leſs deſerving the tokens of the divine dif- 
pleaſure ; may be more, if we conſider the 
largeneſs of our liberties, and that no men 
can chain our conſciences without our leave: 
And yet the open abuſe; and ſin againſt the 
greateſt external bleſſing God has to beſtow + 


upon a people, his Revelation, ſeems to 
weigh down the ſcale of our guilt as the 


| heavieſt ; ; for” tis well-known, that the peo- 
ple we ate fighting againſt, are not allowed 
the privilege of a Bible, nor to read or think“. 


for themſelves, but muſt implicitly follow - 
their either ignorant or ſophiſtical guides. 1 
believe no people under the heavens are ſo 
privileged as we are. To inſult an enemy 


is tyranny and cowardice; to wiſn them de- 


ſtruction as men, is contrary to the nature of 
a chriſtian. We in our various characters, 


upon this Day of Thankſgiving, have occaſion 
n before the Lord; the greater 
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bleſſed name of 3 fo ſhall we with 
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our: digi the greater the e 
which attend our acts of a or our 


ſinful omiſſions. b Es 


Miniſters in this day of liberty, haye — * 


to complain of their indolence, ſelf-ſeeking, 


time-ſerving, want of zeal for the ſimplicity 


of the Goſpel ; backwardneſs to promote the 


life of religion; diſhonouring the work of 


the holy Ghoſt, who is glorified in glorify=: 


ing the Son, by taking of his things, and r re- 
n them to his people. 
Profeſſors, in this ſun- ſhine of 1 
proſperity, have reaſon with their thankſ- 
givin gs to mourn over their legality of ow | 
rit; their not looking more ſteadily to the 
only foundation of hope; their looſeneſs of 
walk, omiſſion or careleſs performance of the 
min and cloſet duties; a want of upright- 


neſs and integrity; a yielding to their own 


ſpirits; in a word, their . 8 ſo little of the 
fruits of fait. 

If we are truly touched with the mercies 
of this day, our ſong of praiſe to God cannot 


p 


be without a heart-humbling ſenſe of ſin 


And furely the higheſt note in our ſong; if 


ſung in faith, will be to God the Father, for 


acceptance with, and acceſs to him, in the 


8 x ſweet 
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due . 


Jaecb, and fahne. we are leſa chan the leaſt, 


of all our mercies.” 7 , Tia 


4. This Le td mm Gilde The 
by. generous compaſſion, 2 31 4 I 3. 


Plan of my text, will produce generoſity to 
the poor; ſee Eſther ix. 19. ou well re- 


member hat weeping eyes were ſeen, and 


what meltings of heart were felt in this o- 


ſuffering Proteſtants in Germany. Ah think, 
firs! chis day might have ptoved as fatal td 


you, 48 1 9 18 was to the inhabi- 


Ant of Cuſtrin 155 20 116! ins "ta . 


7 es "> ſpeaking, 61. our  nercies. 00 one . 
other, and to our ch hildren. 5106 1 ni ab 


1 look upon this to be en part of the 


hieß of this day. What hath God wrought, 


ſhould be the animating topic of our convers | 


ſation. Ve parents, ye maſters and miſtreſs 


bw af families, think how quietly you can 
it andi taſte the icomforts of life, (without, he: 


ing afraid of the ſword of a foreign ruffia 
Surrounded Wich our: dear children, (vibe 
er | . 4 6 5 5 might 


ee e - ini! 6 


Our thank fulneſs for mercies, upon the 


- whe your pity was. aſked, and 
| nooner aſked for than ſhewed, to che por 
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haſte 
ak. 

NN. 
in ca 
if th 
prove 
mere. 
the 8 


parate 


chure] 


tual fl; 


kind © 


David 


2 
5 


* > 
F W 


F 
— 


3 VT at R 4 3 GWG 


3 La > 1 


l 


. 
== 


INS 
S ; 8 , 
[ 29 13 


mi icht have #7 murdered Wie your eyes) 


preach to them, and tell them of the ftrikin 8g 


cCircum̃ſtances that compoſe the catalogue 
of this day's bleſſings: — make them fo fa- 
miliar to their minds, that they may tell them 
. hereafter to their children; ſo that the muſic 
of this day may be melody in the ears of our 
childrens children yet unborn. Vea do as 
Moſes commanded the Iſraelites to do, con- 
cerning the revelation of God, Deuteronmy | 
vi. 7. &c. 


1 By defiring a thankful heart, a ſanctified 
uſe of theſe providences, and that God would 
haſten the kingdom of Chriſt by the preſent 


ſhakings amongſt the nations of the earth. 
No ſymptom ſo dreadful as that of reſting 
in carnal eaſe. Our caſe will be dreadful, 


if the conſequence of our mercies ſhould. 


prove to be ſtupid indolence. To have a 


mercy ſanctified, is to have it ſo impreſſed by © © 
the Spirit, that hereby we become more ſe- 
parated to the Lord.—Let us pray that our 
churches. may be more purged from ſpiri- 


tual ſloth, legality, antinomianiſm, and every 


kind of a ; that the kingdom of the true 
ah may {pread | in our nation, and be ha- 
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